STATE OF MINNESOTA

IN LEGISLATURE

A BILL FOR AN ACT

relating to public safety; regulating face coverings in retail establishments; providing
exceptions; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. [Short Title]

This act may be cited as the “Retail Safety and Identity Transparency Act.”

Section 2. [Definitions]

(a) “Retail establishment” means any business open to the public for the sale of goods or
services.

(b) “Face covering” means any mask, hood, or device that conceals a person’s facial identity
to the extent that the individual cannot be readily identified.

Section 3. [Prohibition on Concealing Identity in Retail Establishments]

(a) A person may not enter or remain in a retail establishment while wearing a face
covering that conceals their identity.

(b) A retail establishment may require a person to temporarily remove or adjust a face
covering for purposes of identification as a condition of entry or service.

Section 4. [Right to Refuse Service; Identification Requirement]

(a) A retail establishment may refuse entry or service to any individual wearing a face
covering that conceals identity.

(b) A retail establishment may require an individual to:



(1) temporarily remove or lower the face covering; and

(2) present their face to a store-operated camera or employee for identification purposes

before resuming service or continuing within the premises.

(c) Refusal under this section must be applied in a consistent and nondiscriminatory
manner.

(d) This section does not apply when a face covering is worn due to:

(1) extreme or cold weather conditions, provided the individual complies with
identification requests;

(2) sincerely held religious beliefs;
(3) verified medical or health-related reasons;

(4) occupational safety requirements.

Section 5. [Required Signage]

(a) A retail establishment enforcing this section must post clear and visible signage at all
public entrances stating:

“Face coverings that conceal identity must be removed for identification upon request.
Failure to comply may result in refusal of service.”

(b) Signage must be placed in a location easily visible prior to entry.

(c) A retail establishment that fails to post signage may not enforce refusal of service under

Section 4.

Section 6. [Enforcement]
(a) A violation of Section 3 constitutes a petty misdemeanor.
(b) Law enforcement may issue a citation for violations.

(c) Retail establishments acting in good faith under this section are not subject to civil
liability.

Section 7. [Effective Date]



This act is effective August 1, 2026, and applies to conduct occurring on or after that date.



