
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
IN LEGISLATURE 

Minnesota Federal Worker Emergency Bridge Fund Act 

Section 1. Title. 

This act shall be known as the "Minnesota Federal Worker Emergency Bridge Fund Act." 

Sec. 2. Purpose. 

1. Provide short-term financial stability to Minnesota residents impacted by a federal 

government shutdown; 

2. Prevent financial hardship related to housing, utilities, and essential living expenses; 

3. Establish a temporary, repayable emergency bridge fund to support affected workers 

without creating long-term taxpayer burden. 

Sec. 3. Definitions. 

Subdivision 1. Federal Worker. 

“Federal worker” means any individual employed by a federal agency and assigned to work 

within the state of Minnesota, including but not limited to employees of TSA, federal law 

enforcement, administrative staff, and other federal personnel. 

 

Subd. 2. Affected Individual. 

“Affected individual” means any Minnesota resident who: 

- Performs work directly tied to a federal agency, including contractors or subcontractors; 

or 

- Experiences a verified loss or delay of income as a direct result of a federal government 

shutdown. 

 

Subd. 3. Eligible Worker. 

“Eligible worker” means a federal worker or affected individual who: 

- Is a Minnesota resident; and 



- Has experienced a lapse, delay, or interruption in income due to a federal shutdown lasting 

more than 14 consecutive days. 

Sec. 4. Establishment of Emergency Fund. 

(a) The state shall establish a Federal Worker Emergency Bridge Fund. 

(b) The fund shall provide temporary financial assistance for up to two (2) months during a 

federal government shutdown. 

(c) The commissioner of management and budget shall administer the fund. 

Sec. 5. Payment Structure. 

(a) Eligible workers shall receive: 

First Payment: Issued during the third week of the month following at least 14 days of 

shutdown; Amount: $3,000 

Second Payment: Issued on the third day of the following month; Amount: $3,000 

 

(b) Payment Timing Requirement: 

All approved payments must be issued within three (3) business days, excluding weekends 

and state-recognized holidays, following final approval of the application. 

 

(c) Maximum assistance per worker: $6,000 per shutdown period, unless extended. 

Sec. 6. Repayment Requirement. 

(a) All funds distributed under this act shall be considered temporary, interest-free loans. 

(b) Repayment shall be required within 30 days after the federal government resumes 

operations and issues back pay. 

(c) Applicants must provide banking info and authorize repayment withdrawal. 

(d) Repayment withdrawal begins no earlier than 1 month after reopening and no later than 

2nd or 3rd month. 

(e) State may create repayment plans if needed. 

Sec. 7. Worker Verification System and Website. 

(a) The State shall create a secure online system. 

(b) The system will verify identity, match records, and allow application tracking. 

(c) All payments are direct deposit only. 



(d) Payments require verified identity and banking info. 

(e) Fraud prevention and audit systems required. 

Sec. 8. Use of Funds. 

Funds are intended for rent, mortgage, utilities, food, and essential needs. 

Sec. 9. Extension Authority. 

(a) Legislature may extend payments if shutdown exceeds 2 months. 

(b) Extensions must include updated repayment timelines. 

Sec. 10. Limitations. 

(a) Applies only to federal workers and affected individuals. 

(b) Participation is voluntary. 

Sec. 11. Appropriation. 

Funds are appropriated from the general fund to administer the program and website. 

Sec. 12. Effective Date. 

This act becomes effective the day following final enactment. 


