
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

IN LEGISLATURE 

 

The Minnesota Child Protection and Digital Exploitation Prevention Act of 2026 

 

A bill for an act 

relating to public safety; enhancing state efforts to combat child sexual exploitation and 

abuse; expanding investigative resources; strengthening victim identification capabilities; 

authorizing undercover operations; providing funding, training, and coordination; 

proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

 

Section 1. PURPOSE. 

Subdivision 1. Purpose. 

The purpose of this act is to strengthen Minnesota’s ability to prevent, investigate, and 

prosecute child sexual exploitation, including online and AI-generated abuse, while 

improving victim identification, rescue, and recovery efforts. 

 

Sec. 2. EXPANSION OF SPECIALIZED INVESTIGATIVE UNITS. 

Subdivision 1. Workforce expansion. 

The state shall increase the number of personnel dedicated to child exploitation 

investigations within the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) and affiliated 

law enforcement agencies. 

 

Subd. 2. Minimum staffing requirements. 

The commissioner shall ensure the hiring, training, and assignment of no fewer than: 

40 digital forensic analysts 

30 child exploitation investigators 



 

Subd. 3. Additional personnel and interagency coordination. 

The commissioner shall provide for additional personnel as necessary to effectively 

investigate and respond to child sexual exploitation cases. 

 

Such personnel may include, but are not limited to: 

Intelligence analysts 

Victim identification specialists 

Technical and investigative support staff 

 

The state shall coordinate and collaborate with: 

Local law enforcement agencies 

County sheriff’s offices 

State agencies 

Federal partners 

 

to ensure sufficient staffing and operational capacity across all jurisdictions within 

Minnesota. 

 

Sec. 3. UNDERCOVER AND DECOY OPERATIONS. 

Subdivision 1. Authorization. 

The commissioner shall authorize and support the use of undercover operations to detect, 

investigate, and prevent child sexual exploitation and abuse. 

 

Subd. 2. Scope of operations. 

Undercover efforts may include: 

Online covert investigations and digital persona operations 



Decoy operations, including authorized personnel posing as minors for the purpose of 

identifying and apprehending offenders 

Participation in online platforms and networks where exploitation activity is suspected 

Joint operations with local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies 

 

Subd. 3. Oversight and compliance. 

All undercover and decoy operations must: 

Comply with all applicable state and federal laws 

Be conducted under supervisory approval 

Follow established investigative protocols 

Ensure protection of potential victims and preservation of evidence 

 

Sec. 4. ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY AND TRAINING. 

Subdivision 1. Technology investment. 

The state shall invest in advanced digital forensic tools and artificial intelligence 

technologies to detect, analyze, and track child sexual abuse material (CSAM), including AI-

generated content. 

 

Subd. 2. Training requirements. 

All personnel involved shall receive ongoing training in: 

AI-generated abuse detection 

Digital forensics and cyber investigations 

Victim identification techniques 

Trauma-informed response practices 

 

Sec. 5. CENTER FOR CHILD EXPLOITATION RESPONSE AND COORDINATION. 

Subdivision 1. Establishment. 



A centralized Minnesota Child Exploitation Response Center shall be established within the 

Department of Public Safety. 

 

Subd. 2. Duties. 

The center shall: 

Coordinate investigations across agencies 

Serve as a data-sharing and intelligence hub 

Provide operational support for active cases 

Assist in rapid victim identification and recovery 

 

Sec. 6. VICTIM IDENTIFICATION AND RECOVERY. 

Subdivision 1. Priority mandate. 

All investigations shall prioritize identifying and rescuing victims depicted in child sexual 

abuse material. 

 

Subd. 2. Victim services. 

The state shall expand access to: 

Counseling and trauma recovery services 

Safe housing and protection services 

Long-term rehabilitation support 

 

Sec. 7. FUNDING AND IMPLEMENTATION. 

Subdivision 1. Appropriation. 

The legislature shall allocate sufficient funding to support staffing, training, technology, and 

operational needs under this act. 

 

Subd. 2. Partnerships. 



The state may collaborate with: 

Federal agencies (including HSI) 

Nonprofit organizations 

Technology companies assisting in detection 

 

Sec. 8. REPORTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY. 

Subdivision 1. Annual report. 

The commissioner shall submit an annual report to the legislature including: 

Cases investigated 

Victims identified and rescued 

Arrests and prosecutions 

Effectiveness of resources deployed 

 

Sec. 9. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This act is effective July 1, 2026. 

 


